February 18™, 2020

To Whom it May Concern,

Abby Volcansek has asked me to write a letter of recommendation on her behalf. This is a task I
am very happy to fulfill as my experience with Abby has been very positive. I have known Ms.
Volcansek since the Fall of 2016 through my role as Director of Orchestras at James Madison
University. At that time Abby was a student at Blue Ridge Community College but she
introduced herself and made clear her desire to transfer to IMU as a music education major. She
persistently worked to achieve this goal and joined us the following year. She was a valuable

member of the Chamber Orchestra and Symphony during her time here.

The time requirement and work load for both of the ensembles is very rigorous. Abby was an
extremely reliable and enthusiastic member of the ensemble. During her time at JMU she was
involved in some large projects including a collaboration with the Governor’s School for the Arts
in Norfolk. Together we performed Mahler’s Symphony No.2. in Harrisonburg and Virginia
Beach. We have had several high schools from across Virginia observe and rehearse side-by-side
with the Symphony Orchestra. All members of the Symphony Orchestra are required to assist
during the VBODA all state auditions held at JMU.

Abby has a strong work ethic and has worked hard to improve her skills as a musician and music
educator. I have seen her playing gain great strides during her time here. She plays with a
beautiful warm sound and obvious musicality. Her presence here is already missed! I believe
Abby is responsible and hard working. She would be an asset to any organization and I believe

she will be a very fine educator. Please do not hesitate to contact me with further questions.
Best,
Foster Beyers

beyersfj@jmu.edu



